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AMERICAN STUDENTS GIVE $ -- THAI STUDENTS DELIVER RELIEF 

12,000 American college students attending Christmas Conferences sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ �
give $157,000 for tsunami relief.   In Thailand, more than 200 Thai students leave from the Bangkok Conference �
to deliver initial relief supplies in the disaster zone.  American students will travel to disaster zones in March to �

work alongside Thai students to assist directly in relief efforts.

ORLANDO, FL, January 31, 2005 – 12,000 college students and staff attended ten Christmas Conferences held around 
America sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ in late December and early January.  Responding to news of the 
Asian Tsunami, the students gave $ 96,011 cash and pledged an additional $ 61,368, more than $ 157,379 in total, to 
help with the relief effort.

“In the midst of so much pain and suffering,” says Mark Gauthier, U.S. National Director of Campus Crusade for 
Christ, “we are so encouraged to see the response of American students and staff who desire to show their compassion 
and love for those whose lives have been devastated.”

One thousand Thai university students and staff attended Campus Crusade’s Bangkok Conference held over the New 
Year’s Weekend.  On January 4, 200 of the Thai students and staff, joined by 50 Americans and other expatriates, 
boarded five buses for the 14-hour ride to the disaster zone.

The Thai students carried with them initial relief supplies, including 500 tents and 1500 sleeping bags, for victims of the 
disaster.  The supplies were paid for in part by contributions from American students.  The Thai students spent a week in 
the disaster zone helping set up refugee camps, digging latrines, and creating safe play places for children while 
beginning to construct wooden buildings to help move survivors out of tents.  Thai students continue to go on weeklong 
relief projects.

Campus Crusade for Christ sponsors a Worldwide Student Network bringing together students around the world.  The 
national ministries of Campus Crusade for Christ in many of the tsunami-affected countries are active in both the 
immediate and the ongoing relief efforts like in Thailand.  

In addition to helping fund relief efforts, plans are being developed for a joint task force of 200-250 American and Thai 
students to work together in the disaster zone in March during spring break.  “We embrace this opportunity,” continues 
Gauthier, “to show the love of God by offering hope and physical help as we work side by side with fellow believers 
around the world.”

Founded in 1951, Campus Crusade for Christ International has 60 ministry divisions or projects 
working with all levels of society.  As one of the largest interdenominational organizations in the 
world, Campus Crusade has 27,000 full-time staff serving in 190 countries.  Campus Crusade for 
Christ is a charter member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability.

The U.S. Campus Ministry of Campus Crusade is active on more than 1000 campuses in the USA 
while partnering with more than 200 international campuses around the world.
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Media Notes:	
To schedule interviews, contact Tony Arnold at (M) 919-244-3375 or Tony.Arnold@uscm.org. 
See www.campuscrusadeforchrist.com/newsroom for more information & photos. 
Contributions may be given on line through http://give.ccci.org/featured/tidalwave��


